S:TATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
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; § I
eld-a seleston, Kanawha County, on the 12th day of Mareh, - - ' '

1986, ;he following order was made and entared
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This is a legal ethics.disciplinary proceseding pursuant
to Article 6 of the By-laws of the Wes: virginia State Bar,
against Thomas Ray parks. On February 4, 1986, a complaint was
filed against Mz, Parks, alleging that he had forged a judge's
CLT signature on an order. The Commitrtee on Legal Ethics found Mr.
Parks to be guiley of the charges, and on February 4, 1986, this
Coure ordered that MT. parks show cause why an order suspending
him from the praczice of ilaw and requiring him to pay the cOsSts

nd expense of +his procesding should not he entered.
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on August 27, 199%, 'a workex in the clark's ofiice
mrought an order in the case of "In re: Change oI nane af Michael
Seorge nowe! Civil Action MNc. 85-0-103" to the attencion of the

tanorable J. Ned Grubb, Judge of the Seventh Judicial Cireuit of . - e

=ha Shate cI West Yirginia, suspecting the judge's signature cn

ema® grisy =0 be forged. Judge Grubb éetermined that =he signa-

~uva wag a forgery ané reguested to me=2t with the azcorne? in the
\;P’ sasa, %r, Parks., Alter WO meetings with Judge Grukn, Mr, Pavks
>
admi=-ed o the Iotrgery and turned nimsell in =< -ma S=zz=2 Bar,

My, Parks nas Deen 2 licensed atsorney since 1eg”

sgdare this i=cident nis behavicr has seen exemglary. At the
e . mime of the fcrgery Mr. Parks was syffaring Zrom sevicus enoti nal

problems, precipitated by recent aawerse financial reversals, e "'1;1"}1

demestic diseord, and other family problems. Mr. parks' emcticnal
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“problems_werE.QngLigated immensely by excessive sonaunpelon=of

alcohol. At the date of the hearing MI. parks was undergoing

psychotherayy with the assistance of June S. Church, Ph.D., a

qualifiedpsychologisnpracticinqinLoqanCountv,WestVquinia, :

and undergeing superficial rreatment for problems associated with
alcohol abuse.

Forging a judge’s gignature to an or&er is a very
serious aethical offeqse. gituatiors where an attorney has
actively tried to s&bvert the’judicial.system of this State have
always brought strict discipline from tﬁis Court. See, &.9./ In

re: Barron, 155 W.Va. 9g, 181 S.E.2d 273 (1971) {bribery of a

jurer); Committee on Legal Ethics v. Pence, 214 §.E.2d 236 (W.Va.

1975%) (fraudulent deposit slip used as evidencel. R deception of
this sort violates PR 1-102(A) (4) (5) and (8) and DR 7-102 {A} {8)
of the Code of professional Responsibility. 1f there were no
mitigating-ci:cumstances to this case, this Courz would bury MZ.
parks' license at the bottom of the deepest hole, Thers are,
nowever, several mitigating circumstances.

1. The fdrgery nenefited rneither Mr, Parks nor his
client. The forgery was made on an order granting & name change.
such relief is routinely granted and indeed, in this case, Judge

Grubb signed an identical order to the one that was forged as a

2, Mz, Parks has admisted his crime ané appears To =2
syl Tzpentanit.
3, Mr, Parks was an alcohglic and under saard 200

-:ianal dissress 1% the time 5= the fcrgery.

e Ziad these civcumstances Lo me in mitigatio
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crime., However, the strongest miticating sagucr, chat of alces
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nwolism and emctional distress, is also a douple-2dged swoC
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_Here we are presented thh a case where the attorney pefore—us—ts

admittedly go unstable due to these factors that he signed the

judge's name to a routine order. A persoen of such instability is
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We, therefore, order that the license of Thomas Ray
parks be, and the same hereby is, suspended indefinitely, pursuant
vo Article 6, § 26(B) of the Constitution of the West Vvirginia®
State Bar, until the Committee on Legal Ethics returns to this .
court with a plan for.the rehabilitation of Mr. parks, which they
are ordered to do within thizty days after the entxy of this
order. Upon cur review of this plan, we will further rule on
when Mr. Parks will again be allowed to practice law in this
seate, Until then, our ruling on thig disciplinary proceeding
will be held in abeyance, :

The Clerk of this Cour: is directed to certify a copy
cf this order to the Secretary of The West Virginia State Bar,
and to mail a duly attested copy of this order to the respondent,
with retuzs receipt requested, and to counsel of record in this

proceeding.

A True Copy

Atrest:
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